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SUBJECT:CONGRESSIONAL VISIT OE EOREIGN MINISTER ROVIRA 
AMBASSADOR FROM CUTTER 

1. DURING VISIT TO WASHINGTON, FOREIGN MINISTER ROVIRA 
ACCOMPANIED BY AMBASSADOR ALVAREZ FROM FOREIGN MINISTRY 
PAID VISITS TO CONGRESSMEN YATRON, FASCELL AND GILMAN. IN 
ADDITION, AMBASSADOR ALVAREZ MET WITH A GROUP OF SENATE 
STAFFERS, PRINCIPLE ISSUES DISCUSSED IN ALL CONVERSATIONS 
WERE HUMAN RIGHTS, RETURN TO DEMOCRACY AND THE STATE OE 
THE URUGUAYAN ECONOMY. 

2. CONGRESSMAN YATRON. THE CALL ON CONGRESSMAN YATRON, 
CHAIRMAN OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN AFEAIRS WAS 
PRIMARILY AN EXCHANGE OF COURTESIES. YATRON DID EXPRESS 
SOME INTEREST IN TH: STATUS OE NEGOTIATIONS ON SHOE IMPORTS 
FROM URUGUAY BUT WITHOUT MAKING ANY SPECIFIC PITCH TO THE 
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FOREIGN MINISTER. HE ALSO INQUIRED AS TO URUGUAY'S STAND 
ON THE PANAMA CANAL TREATIES AND WAS ASSURED BY FOREIGN 
MINISTER ROVIRA THAT THE URUGUAYAN'S STRONGLY SUPPORTED THE 
RATIFICATION OF THE TREATIES. 

3. CONGRESSMAN FASCELL. CONGRESSMAN EASCELL EXPLORED IN 
SOME DETAIL THE CURRENT STATUS OF HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEMS 
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IN URUGUAY. HE WAS ESPECIALLY INTERESTED IN THE NUMBER OE 
PRISONERS BEING HELD IN URUGUAYAN PRISONS AND WHAT THE 
URUGUAYAN GOVERNMENT WAS DOING TO RETURN THE COUNTRY TO A 
MORE NORMAL POLITICAL SITUATION. ROVIRA GAVE SPECIEIC 
EIGURES EOR THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE DETAINED AND THOSE 
ALREADY RELEASED UNDER NORMAL PROCEDURES. HE STATED THAT 
ALL PRISONERS NOW BEING HELD IN PARAGUAYAN PRISONS HAD 
BEEN CONVICTED OE COMMON CRIMES, SUCH AS KIDNAPPING, . 
ROBBERY, ASSAULT OR MURDER. HE STAUNCHLY DEEENDED THE 
GOVERNMENT'S ACTIONS AND POINTED OUT THAT IN URUGUAY THERE 
HAD BEEN EAR LESS LOSS OE LIEE THAN IN NEIGHBORING 
COUNTRIES AND THAT THOSE DEATHS OCCURRED IN ARMED CON- 
ERONTATIONS BETWEEN PUBLIC SECURITY FORCES AND GUERILLAS. 

4. CONGRESSMAN GILMAN. ALTHOUGH HE WAS TERRIBLY RUSHED, 
CONGRESSMAN GILMAN WAS BY EAR THE MOST AGGRESSIVE 
QUESTIONER OF THE FOREIGN MINISTER ON THE SUBJECT OE HUMAN 
RIGHTS. HE PRESSED ROVIRA ON THE NUMBER THAT WERE BEING 
HELD, QUESTIONED WHY IT WAS NECESSARY AND THEN RAISED THE 
QUESTION OE A RETURN TO DEMOCRATIC RULE. 

5. SENATE STAFEERS. DUE TO THE PRESS OE SENATE BUSINESS, 

IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO ARRANGE EOR A MEETING WITH ANY 
SENATOR. HOWEVER, AMBASSADOR ALVAREZ AGREED TO TALK TO 
A GROUP OP SENATE STAFEERS. PRESENT AT THE MEETING WERE 
BILL RICHARDSON, BOB BARTON, RALPH MCMURPHY AND JOEL 
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JOHNSON OP THE SENATE POREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE STAPF 
AND CLIPP HACKETT FROM SENATOR SARBANES OPPICE. DURING THE 
COURSE OP THE MEETING, BOTH SENATORS CHURCH AND SARBANES 
APPEARED BRIEFLY TO SHAKE ALVAREZ' HAND. THE MEETING 
LASTED NEARLY AN HOUR AND A HALE AND ALL THE SUBJECTS 
RAISED WITH THE CONGRESSMEN WERE DEALT WITH IN MUCH 
GREATER DETAIL AND EXTENSIVE QUESTIONING WAS DIRECTED TO 
THE CURRENT STATUS OP URUGUAY'S ECONOMY. THE STAPPERS 
WERE ALSO INTERESTED IN KNOWING ABOUT THE STATUS OF PRESS 
PREEDOM WITH SPECIAL REPERENCE TO THE EL DIA CASE. 

6. THE MEETINGS WERE USEPUL IN GIVING BOTH ROVIRA AND 
ALVAREZ AN IMPRESSION OP HOW IMPORTANT THE CONGRESS IS IN 
THE POREIGN APPAIRS PIELD, ESPECIALLY IN REGARD TO HUMAN 
RIGHTS PROBLEMS AND IN GIVING THEM SOME FLAVOR OF CURRENT 
CONGRESSIONAL THINKING IN REGARD TO URUGUAY. BOT; 

ROVIRA AND ALVAREZ TOLD DEPARTMENT OPFICER THAT THEY HAD 
SEEN THE IMPORTANCE OP CONGRESSIONAL CONTACTS AND WOULD BE 
URGING THE EMBASSY TO IMPROVE ITS EFPORTS TO GET THE 
URUGUAYAN STORY TOLD ON THE HILL. VANCE 
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